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The South China Sea

= Geography
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The South China Sea

= Geography

= Strategic importance of the SCS
= Geo-economics




Major shipping
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Oil and gas
reserves

+ The U.S Energy Information
Administration (EIA): 11 billion of oil
barrels, 190 trillion of cubic meters of
gas.

+ The Chinese National Offshore QOil
Company (CNOQOC): 125 billion of oil
barrels and 500 trillion of cubic meters
of gas

= “second Persian Gulf.”
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The South China Sea

= Geography

= Strategic importance of the SCS
= Geo-economics

= Geo-politics




“Girdle of marginal
seas” swaddling
the Eurasian
mainland
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The South China Sea disputes




- Who claim what
in the disputes?
- The basis of their

claims?
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Who occupied what in the disputes?

—__ China'sclaimed |
territorial waters

Disputed islands




Who is doing what in the disputes?
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NUMBER OF STRUCTURES
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400 outposts built. Along with increase in the

Mischief and Fiery Cross reefs, |last few years.

they were called China's
“big three” island air bases.
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China and Vietnam’s perspectives on the
South China Sea disputes




Sovereignty in the SCS

= China’s perspectives:
=" The SCS is a part of China since ancient time
" China’s 4 firsts

= First to discover

= First to name the SCS and islands: " Zhang Hai" , Wanli Shitang, and Wanli Changsha, Nansha and
Xisha.

= First to exercise administrative jurisdiction over the islands in the SCS: through administrative
establishment, naval patrol, resource development and management

= First to develop the islands

" Recognized by international community:
= 1883: Germany surveyed the SCS and faced protested from Chinese Government
= 1958: the Vietnamese Prime Minister Pham Van Dong diplomatic notes.
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THU TUONG PHU
NUOC VIET-NAM DAN-CHU CONG.-HOA

Kinh giri :
Ddng chi CHU AN LAI
T8ng 1y Qudc vy vign

Nuwrc COng hoa Nhén dén Trung-hoa

tal

BAC-EKINH.

Thua DPdng chi Téng 1y,

Chung téi xin trén trong bao tin 4é& Ddng
chi T8ng 1y xo :

Chinh phi nuwe Vigt-nam Dén chu Cdng hoa
ghi nh@n va tan thanh ban tuyén b3, nsay 4
thang 9 nim 1958, cua Chinh phi nuwdc CSng hoa
Nh&én dén Trung-hoa, qQuy&t dinh v& hai ph@n cula
Trung-qudc.

Chinh phi nuwyc Vigt-nam D&n chu C@ng hoa
tén trong quy&t dinh &y va se chl thi cho cac
co quan Nha nuwdc c¢O trach nhi@m triét 4é tén
trong hail phén 12 hai 1y cua Trung-qudc, trons
moi quan hé véi nsdc COng hoa Nhan dé&n Trung
hoa trén mit bé.

Chung t&i xin kinh giri DPdng chi Téng 1y
11 chao rAt trén trong./.

Ha-ndi, ngay 14 thang 9 nim 1958

PHAM VAN DONG
Thi tudng Chinh phu
Nudc Vi@t — nam Dén chu CHng hoa

ANNEXE 4

IL.a note adressée le 14 septembre 1958 par le premier
ministre vietnamien Pham Van Dong au premier

ministre Zhou Enlai.
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Sovereignty in the SCS

= Vietnam’s perspectives:

* Comments on China’s claims:
= Loose historical descriptions

= China’s claimed activities in the SCS were not under the name/authority of Chinese state.

= China’s maps
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Sovereignty in the SCS

= Vietnam’s perspectives:

* Comments on China’s claims:
= Loose historical descriptions

= China’s claimed activities in the SCS were not under the name/authority of Chinese state.
= China’s maps
= China’s occupation of some of the islands in the SCS is not in a peaceful way.

= 1974: China took over some islands in the Paracel islands from the Republic of Vietnam (South of
Vietnam) by force

= 1988 clash with People Republic of Vietnam over the Johnson North Reef and Johnson South Reef
(Spratly islands) in the SCS.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy2ZrFphSmc

China’s view of itself

= China’s perspectives:
= China is a victim, not a trouble marker
= Other claimants robbed China’s territories and stealing resources.

= China is doing to recover their lost territories and prevent others from stealing its
resources.

LUO JIE 7 CHINA DALY



China’s view of itself

= China’s perspectives:
= China is a victim, not a trouble marker
" China has been already very self-restrained




China’s view of itself

= China’s perspectives:
= China is a victim, not a trouble marker
" China has been already very self-restrained

= Assertiveness is not an inherent characteristic of Chinese diplomacy

= To stop others from becoming more demanding = damage to China’s national interests and
stimulate nationalism

= To keep the SCS under control



China’s view of itself

= VVietham’s perspectives:
" The nature of China’s assertiveness in the SCS dispute: China’s expansionism




“The ambition of the Peiking authorities over the two Vietnamese
archipelagoes of Hoang Sa and Truong Sa manifests all the more
clearly their policy of big-nation expansionism and hegemony which
is aimed at conquering Vietnam as well as Laos and Kampuchea,
gradually controlling and eventually turning the East Sea into a
Chinese lake, and using the Indochinese pensinsula as a springboard
for their expansion into Southeast Asia“ (Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
1979)



Approaches to the disputes

= China’s 5 commitments:

= Strong commitment to peace and stability in the SCS.
= Why?
= Chinese are peace loving people

= China needs peace and stability to further develops its economy




Approaches to the disputes

" China’s 5 commitments:
= Strong commitment to peace and stability in the SCS.

= Strong commitment to solve the disputes through friendly consultation and
negotiation (bilateral negotiations).

= Why?
= The principal of sovereign equality

= Evidence from the past
= The SCS disputes should not be an exception



Approaches to the disputes
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Approaches to the disputes

" China’s 5 commitments:
= Strong commitment to peace and stability in the SCS.

= Strong commitment to solve the disputes through friendly consultation and
negotiation (bilateral negotiations).

= Strong commitment to rule base dispute management.

= Strong commitment to the freedom of navigation and over flights.




Approaches to the disputes

" China’s 5 commitments:
= Strong commitment to peace and stability in the SCS.

= Strong commitment to solve the disputes through friendly consultation and
negotiation (bilateral negotiations).

= Strong commitment to rule base dispute management.
= Strong commitment to the freedom of navigation and over flights.
= Strong commitment to win-win cooperation




Approaches to the disputes

= Vietham’s perspectives: China’s 3-Nos policy
= No clarification policy:
* No multilateral negotiation policy (prefer bilateral negotiation):
=" No internationalize the disputes




Conclusion

- There is a great difference in perspectives between China and Vietham (or more broadly
between China and other claimants) that prevent the SCS disputes to be solved effectively.

- China’s perspective of its absolute sovereignty over the Paracel and Spratly islands, and China’s
consistent argument that there is no territorial dispute in the SCS is the main factor that blocks
the resolution to the disputes.




