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Thecurrent and future threats to New Zealand by noative plants, and the policies and tool:
that are needed to control these plant invaders
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Dr LeonardCockaynedCMG, FRS (185E34)

RegardedasNZ 0 s ¢ rb@amiste s |
and a founder of modern science in NZ

|l n 1921 plhdMegetatioreofi |
New Zealandowhich became a classic

In his garden, he annually sowed some
2,000 non-native plant species obtained
from botanic gardens around the world

Founding member of the Christchurch
Beautifying Association dedicated to
planting and landscaping

Did not believe non-native plants would
colonise native habitats




What i1s a weed?

A plant whose virtues have not yet been
discovered

, l T A plant in the wrong place

A plant that has a negative impact on the
economy, environment or human health
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Different classes of nomative weeds

Casual: A plant species found outside of
cultivation but does not persist

Naturalised: A plant species that can establish
persistent populations without human aid

Invasive: A naturalised plant species that can

spread widely with negative impacts on the

economy, environment or human health
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Are weeds really nothing to worry about?

Contrary to the statement made so frequently by distinguished biologists
that in the struggle between the indigenous and exotic plants in New
Zealand the latter are invariably the victors, time after time, since 1900,
have New Zealand botanists shown this to be a mischievous fallacy.
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What are the reasons why we
should be concerned about nen
native weeds In New Zealand?
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